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Both of the common flies attacking cattle are bloodsuckers. Both are common wherever cattle are raised. The stable-fly resembles the house-fly. It has similar breeding habits. Stable-flies are present in greatest numbers with the coming of warm summer weather. This is usually after May or June. The fly lays its eggs in horse manure. They may, however, be deposited in other places. The eggs hatch in three or four days. Much depends on the prevailing weather. Warm weather hastens hatching. After hatching, the larvae look like maggots. In about three weeks they become adult flies. The stable-fly bites while the house-fly does not. The former are sometimes mistaken for house-flies when they are found in the house.
Horn-flies are frequently seen in clusters about the base of the cow's horns. They do not injure the horn in any way. They merely gather there to rest after an arduous day biting cows. The horn-fly lays its eggs in freshly dropped cow manure. The eggs hatch in about twenty-four hours. The entire process of development of the horn-fly takes two weeks from the time the eggs are deposited in the cow manure until they become full-grown flies. The bite of the horn-fly is not as severe as that of the stable-fly. The feebleness of the bite, however, is more than made up by the numbers of flies. They attack cows in hordes and at times may nearly cover the sides of an animal.
Remedies for flies
There is no sure preventive for flies. Nevertheless, every now and then some new and guaranteed product is advocated. The most widely advertised failure of recent years was called fly salt. This salt was medicated with some drug, probably sulfur. It looked just like any other salt. Animals were to have free access to the salt for about a month before the fly season arrived. After that time no fly would bother the animal This salt was purchased by thousands of farmers. It never kept a solitary fly from any cow.
Extravagant claims are made for many of the commercial